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out of preparing 
exquisite French 
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SPORTS 

‘Mediocre’ won't 
do if Cam Newton 
is to lead Panthers 
far in playoffs 1s 
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HOUSEHOLDS 
SEEK RENT HELP 


The cold snap hitting the 
Charlotte region has 
increased the dangers 
facing families who are 
being evicted. 3A 


SPORTS 


‘FRUSTRATING’ 
FOR SETH CURRY 


Will Seth Curry’s leg keep 
him from playing in 
Mavericks game against 
Hornets on Jan. 10? 1B 


NATION 


SEN. HATCH 
TO RETIRE 


Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah, 
longest-serving Senate 
Republican, announced 
he will retire at the end of 
the year. 10A 


NC a leader in use 
of magnet schools 
for diversity, choice 


BY T. KEUNG HUI 
AND ANN DOSS HELMS 


ahelms@charlotteobserver.com 


North Carolina is one of the 
national leaders in a school 
movement that since the 1970s 
has promoted diversity and 
educational choices for families, 
according to a new study on 
magnet schools. 

The study by UNC- 
Charlotte’s Urban Institute 


found there are 4,340 magnet 
schools in the U.S., and North 
Carolina has the sixth-most of 
any state at 263 schools. 

Todd Mann, executive direc- 
tor of Magnet Schools of Amer- 
ica, the national trade organiza- 
tion that commissioned the 
study, said North Carolina ranks 
even higher if you consider the 
quality of the state’s magnet 
schools. 

“Nationally people look at 


North Carolina as being pio- 
neers in magnet schools and all 
the core things we see in mag- 
net schools,” Mann said. 
Supporters tout magnet 
schools as being the original 
form of school choice since they 
started in the 1970s with the 
explicit goal of desegregating 
schools. School districts around 
the country began creating mag- 
net schools offering specialized 
themes to try to attract a diverse 


A SUPER SKY FOR A NEW YEAR 


The first moonrise of 2018 occurs in spectacular fashion Monday. Indeed, it is a supermoon that seems tangled in transmission wires on a 
cold Charlotte night. A supermoon, which appears to be brighter and larger than normal, happens when the moon is full while closest to 
Earth in its orbit. Did you miss the lunar show? The next and last chance to see one this year is less than a month away, on Jan. 31. 


cross-section of students at the 
schools, many of which were 
located in minority communi- 
ties. 

North Carolina school dis- 
tricts, particularly Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg, Wake and Dur- 
ham, were among those that 
created magnet schools with an 
eye toward promoting school 
diversity. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools remains at the forefront 
of evolving efforts to promote 
school diversity through mag- 
nets. The magnet system started 
at a time when Charlotte was 
under court orders to balance 
black and white enrollment. 
Now race-based assignment has 
been overturned in the courts, 
while Hispanic and other 
international students make up 
a large and growing share of the 
student body. 

The CMS board recently ap- 
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Cardinal’s spending a 
‘slap in the face’ to family 
waiting years for services 


BY CASSIE COPE 
ccope@charlotteobserver.com 


Charlotte resident Troy 
Adams has been waiting more 
than seven years for a special 
state slot that would pay for 
more services for developmen- 
tally disabled adults. 

Adams, 29, spends three days 
a week at A Small Miracle in 
Charlotte, an adult day program 


where he sings karaoke, goes to 
the movies, visits the park and 
participates in other activities. 

But Adams can only afford to 
attend 15 hours, and his parents 
say the cost eats up about two- 
thirds of his Social Security 
supplement income. 

He could get all five days a 
week and access to more serv- 
ices covered by Medicaid with 
the help of the North Carolina 
Innovations Waiver, which pro- 


vides Medicaid funding for 
community-based services for 
people like Adams. 

But thousands of others are 
waiting for approval, and aver- 
age wait times range from five 
to 10 years, according to the 
N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

That wait has become more 
frustrating for Adams’ family as 
news reports have detailed how 
the agency that would grant him 
a slot, Cardinal Innovations 
Healthcare, spent money on 
expensive parties and retreats 
and lofty severance packages. 

That spending is “a slap in the 
face,” said his mom, Heather 
Adams. 
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Troy Adams with his parents, Bill and Heather, in their Charlotte home. 
Troy, who has developmental disabilities, and his parents have been 
waiting years for a slot that would give him access to more services. 
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